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June 2014 

 

Dear Oregon Hunter:         

 

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) is interested in learning 

Oregon hunters’ opinions about important issues facing hunting today. One such 

issue is the use of lead ammunition for hunting.   

 

Recent developments have increased public interest in this issue. Last year, 

California became the first state to pass a law completely banning the use of lead 

ammunition for all hunting. By 2019, all hunters will be required to use non-lead 

ammunition or shot for any hunting in California. The law does not apply to target 

shooting. The new law was passed, in part, to protect endangered California 

condors. Closer to home, there is significant interest in restoring condors to their 

historic habitat in Northern California and Oregon. On a national level, the federal 

Environmental Protection Agency has been petitioned to ban the use of lead in 

ammunition in the United States. These developments could potentially affect the 

use of lead ammunition for hunting in Oregon.   

 

ODFW believes that hunter opinions and preferences should be considered during 

future discussions regarding the use of lead ammunition. ODFW is collaborating 

with Oregon State University Wildlife Extension (OSU-Wildlife Extension) on 

this public opinion survey. The Oregon State University Survey Research Center 

(OSU-SRC) was contracted to conduct this survey and collect data for ODFW and 

OSU-Wildlife Extension.  

 

I am writing to you now because we have found that many people like to know 

ahead of time that they will be contacted by the OSU-SRC. Your name was 

selected at random as a purchaser of an Oregon hunting license in 2012. You will 

be asked for your opinions about the use of lead ammunition for hunting, your 

hunting habits and the factors that influence your ammunition purchases. This 

study is important and I encourage you to participate to help ensure that the 

thoughts of hunters are reflected in future discussions of lead and wildlife issues.  

 

Thank you in advance for completing this survey and sharing your views with us.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Roy Elicker, Director 

 

Oregon 
John A Kitzhaber, MD., Governor 
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